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Chairman's Welcome

Welcome to the Long-expected Party! I can hardly believe that almost six years have passed
since the meeting that began the planning of this great occasion. I do not think that any of us
who gathered that day in the Turf Tavern after Oxonmoot 1986 foresaw how our originally
quite modest plans would grow and develop, or how much work the organization of the
Conference would involve. I would like to thank the 1992 Committee members, past and
present, for all that they have done, especially those who have served in the last two years
when increased work demanded so much of their spare time.
I am very grateful to the Guests who are helping to make this such a prestigious occasion
with their papers, presentations, and performances. And I am sorry that some of those who
hoped to take part are unable to be here. We will especially miss Joy Hill, who died just before
the start of the Centenary year and whose contribution would have been a highlight of the
Conference; and Taum Santoski, the talented linguist who played an important part in
organizing the 1987 Mythopoeic Conference to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of The Hobbit,
and who was lost to us last August.
I would also like to thank the many other people who have helped over the years with
advice or action, especially all who have volunteered to help during the Conference. It could
not take place without them. And I am delighted that so many have offered such a wide choice
of papers and entertainments.
A centenary is a time to celebrate, and to look both forward and back. The world into which
J. R.R. Tolkien was born in 1892 was very different from the one in which we live, and the
changes that have taken place (seemingly ever faster) are both bad and good. We have come
to realize how much of our natural heritage we are consuming and destroying, a loss which
greatly saddened Professor Tolkien. His was an early voice raised in protest. By encouraging
an appreciation of simple things, of 'stone, and wood, and iron; tree and grass; house and fire;
bread and wine', and by depicting so vividly the results of pollution and exploitation, his books
have helped to make many readers aware of what is happening to our fragile world.
Yet even in the few years we have been planning this conference there have been more
positive changes. Who in 1986 would have believed possible all that has happened in Eastern
Europe and in the former Soviet Union? Today Tolkien's works are freely published there and
are finding an enthusiastic new readership. The appreciation and love of Tolkien's works bring
together readers from many lands and help international understanding. Almost twenty
different nationalities are represented at the Centenary Conference.
Tolkien's writings are a positive influence in times which can seem almost as 'darkling and
ominous as was the end of the Third Age'. If a Bicentenary Conference is held in 2092, I am
sure that J. R.R. Tolkien will have helped to ensure the survival of a world in which such a
meeting of enthusiasts and friends is still possible.
CHRISTINA SCULL
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Chronology of J.R.R. Tolkien

1892

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien born, 3 January, at Bloemfontein, South Africa.

190()

Begins to attend King Edward's School, Birmingham.

1908

Meets Edith Bratt.

1911

Formation of the 'T.C.B.S.' an informal club of Tolkien and his literary
schoolmates; enters Exeter College, Oxford.

1913

Awarded Second Class in Honour Moderations; begins to read for the Honours
School of English Language and Literature.

1915

Awarded First Class Honours; commissioned in the Lancashire Fusiliers.

1916

Marries Edith Bratt, 22 March; in June, embarks for France; Battle of the Somme;
in November, returns to England suffering from trench fever; begins to write his
'Silmarillion' mythology.

1917

Birth of eldest son, John.

1918

Joins the staff of the Oxford English Dictionary.

1920

Appointed Reader in English Language at Leeds University; birth of second son,
Michael.

1922

A Middle English Vocabulary published.

1924

Becomes Professor of English Language at Leeds; birth of third son, Christopher.

1925

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (edited with E. V. Gordon) published; elected
Rawlinson and Bosworth Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford.

1926

Meets C. S. Lewis.

1929

Birth of daughter, Priscilla.

1933 (circa) Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, and other friends begin to meet as 'The Inklings',
to whom Tolkien reads his works-in-progress.
1936

Delivers British Academy lecture, 'Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics'.

1937

The Hobbit published; begins to write The Lord of the Rings.

1939

Delivers Andrew Lang Lecture, 'On Fairy-Stories'.

1945

Elected Merton Professor of English Language and Literature at Oxford;
'Leaf by Niggle' published.

1949

Farmer Giles of Ham published.

1953

'The Homecoming of Beorhtnoth Beorhthelm's Son' published.

1954

The Fellowship of the Ring and The Two Towers (vols. 1 and 2 of The Lord of the Rings)
published; receives honorary degrees from the National University of Ireland and
the University of Liege.

1955

The Return of the King (vol. 3 of The Lord of the Rings) published; delivers O'Donnell
Lecture, 'English and Welsh'.
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1959
1962

Retires from his professorship.

1964
1965

Tree and Leaf published.

1967

The Adventures of Tom Bombadil and Ancrene Wisse published.

Ace Books and Ballantine Books publish paperback editions of The Lord of
the Rings; 'Tolkien cult' begins in the United States.
The Road Goes Ever On (with Donald Swann) and Smith of Wootton Major

published.

1971

Edith Tolkien dies.

1972

Awarded C.B.E.; receives honorary degree from Oxford University.

1973
1975
1976

Dies, 2 September, in Bournemouth.
The Father Christmas Letters published.

1977

The Silmarillion published.

1979

Pictures by]. R. R . Tolkien published.

1980

Unfinished Tales published.

1981

Letters of]. R. R. Tolkien published.

1983-

The History of Middle-earth published.

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Pearl, and Sir Orfeo published.
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Recollections

Canon Nortnlln Power:
I bad better explai.n that Worcester had among its undergraduate IOC.ieties 1be Walaingham
Society (Hittory), in memory of the medieval historian, and The Lovelace Oub, in memory of
the Cavalier poet, both alumni of Worcester. At the tart of each term, the Hon. Secs. of these
aocieties would distribute printed cards announcing the dates of the three meetings each
aociety would hold each term, and the subjects of the meetings. How I wish I had kept those
cardsf Hard-up as most of us were, there must have been some subscripti n, as there wa ,
always mulled claret at the Walsingham and a loving cup of the excellent College Port at the
Lovelace.
Sometimes we read papers of our own to introduce a discussion, but occasionally w
managed to secure a guest speaker. If it was a diatinguished guest, members were allowed to
bring a limited number of friends, and the kind chaplain (Mr. Milburn) would attend. It was
Hilary Term 1938-l can't recall who was Hon. Sec. that term, I hope it was I-when J. R. R.
Tolkien spoke at The Lovelace Club. The occasion is described in the biography of the great
man by Humphrey Carpenter (hardcover ed., pp. 1~).
One thing I do congratulate myself on is having spotted The Hobbit as soon as it was
published and in the window of Blackwell's, in. 1937. l was strangely enchanted by the story.
Here was a fairy tale for children, yet it all seemed tremendously to matter, with characters of
rare credibility. There was also a curious impression of some vast preparation for the events in
the story. Of course, this is even more true of The Lord of the Rings. We know now that behind
The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings is the vast history of a sub-creation, a secondary world of
enormous antiquity complete with revelations, dynasties, and invented languages of great
complexity.
Anyway, the Lovelace Club meeting was packed out. I found myself sitting on the floor,
literally at the great man's feel We know now that this was a turning point in Tolkien's life.
The Hobbit was not yet the gigantic world success it was to become, and unbelievably, Tolkien
was having difficulty about a publisher for The Lord of the Rings. He was so disheartened, he
thought of abandoning the whole Middle-earth project. At the Lovelace, Tolkien read us
Farmer Giles of Ham. The audience showed its delight so enthusiastically that Tolkien wa.o;
encouraged to battle on.
As the long evening proceeded, the Loving Cup circulated, tongues were loosened, and we
all became more relaxed and cheerful The discussion debated the reality of Dragons and other
denizens of Faerie. To my delight, Tolkien maintained with great learning and a wealth of
literary evidence that there must be something real behind the worldwide awareness of what
a dragon is. Questioned about other beings, Tolkien, by now somewhat mellow, emptied his
pockets. A surprising collection of junk accumulated on the floor beside me, slK'.h as Bilbo o r
Gandalf himself might have been proud to possess. Mixed up with a large ball of tring was a
green shoe which Tolkien extricated. It was strange, about eleven inches long, and pointed, too
large to be a doll's shoe. I touched this: it felt like the skin of some creature such as a snake or
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lizard. Tolkien maintained stoutly and with apparent sincerity that it was the shoe of a
Leprechaun. A memorable evening!
How strange that I had no further contact with Tolkien until the nineteen-seventies when
I had already been Vicar of Ladywood for over twenty years. Tolkien began to write to me
about his old homes, and then, with amazing kindness, about my own scribbling.

H. M. Queen Margrethe II of Denmark:
From an interview conducted by Thorkild Hansen in 1979:
Thorkild Hansen: Do you have an idea of Denmark's history in the making during your
reign? What does it look like? What is happening to us during these years?
Queen Margrethe: I don't know. I think that at any rate there are aspects of life that are again
becoming important, especially the more imaginative, more fantastical aspects .... I think it is
on the way, I do hope so. But maybe it is only a dream hope.
TH: Once in a New Year's speech you mentioned youth, the alternative culture ...
QM: Yes, I discovered-to my own great surprise-that I had traits in common with these
groups-with the hippies! I had never dreamt of that! It happened soon after I started reading
this book by Tolkien [The Lord of the Rings]. I came across it quite by chance, I had vaguely
heard about something called that, and found it on the shelf in a bookshop. I was going to
France, would be away for two weeks, and wanted something to read which would last, and
could not be bothered to take too many books with me, as I did not want a lot of luggage. At
that time I had just had Joachim and needed something else between the ears! And then I got
hold of this book. It was a fat volume-it was the English pocket book edition- and thought,
that's it! Great, let us try that. And then I was hooked. That book came to mean a great deal to
me. When I had finished it I had quite fallen in love with it and had begun to make little
drawings because I .could not help myself. That was when I discovered that some of the hippie
culture also had got hold of this book, and that there were people with whom I thought I had
nothing in common, who also liked it. I had suddenly come into contact with a side of life
which I did not realize I was in touch with. And I rediscovered something which I had
forgotten since I was little: how much fantasy and imagination mean. And suddenly it became
clear to me: there it was! That was what I was missing. As a child I had been drawing and had
stopped, because I did not feel that art meant anything at all to me. I did not think that
literature meant anything to me, nothing really sank in, nothing really resounded within me.
And then I discovE;red that after all, it was there, and it was only because I had myself
neglected the imagination. I was lucky enough to have had a very good drawing master at
school. So I was quite good at drawing. In other words, till I was about sixteen or seventeen
years old I used to like drawing pictures. They were really quite good. but then I stopped, more
or less completely for a long time. And I felt that the art of literature, poetry, or drawing meant
nothing to me, and I thought to myself that-well, it probably means that you are not an artist,
maybe after all this is not an aspect of life that means anything to you, for I had actually
thought that it did. I had a kind of pretty ambition that I was a rather cultured person. And
then I found out that I was nothing of the kind. Suddenly I discovered that it was only because
I was looking at it in the wrong way, it was all there and I myself was part of it.
TH: You have had two great experiences ...
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QM: Which are very closely linked.
TH: The religious experience that we talked about earlier, and the artistic ...
QM: Yes, and they are very closely linked.
TH: Also in time?
QM: Yes, first Tolkien's book-when I read Tolkien's book, the tale so moved me that I
thought: Oh, if only it was real! If only something like that existed in real life! Then it occurred
to me that it did. There was one story, or a number of stories, which were not escapism or
removed from reality, but something that was very concrete in time and place: the story about
· Jesus. Yes, and then one thing led to the next, and the fact that I could draw again, and I
realized that I could again get something out of it. This was such an experience that the two
things are inseparable. But certainly, timewise, first Tolkien, and then the rest followed.
TH: One of the prominent characteristics of the hippie culture is surely that efficiency is
called into question, I mean the material, technical efficiency. They say that something else is
needed.
QM: Also! Also!
TH: Yes, also.
QM: And that is what these good people sometimes forget. For the two hang together, and
we would not have found it so easy to dream in today's Denmark if we did not also have a
fairly efficient social pattern.
TH: Where the trains run on time ...
QM: I know that it is quite funny when they do not-but not in the long run! [Laughter]
It is best if there is a balance. You need a little of both in life. It is a tasteless porridge without
a little cinnamon, and in our time there is not very much-cinnamon. [Laughter]

The Hon.

Arpad Gonez:

The current President of Hungary translated The Lord of the Rings and Farmer Giles of Ham while
he was in the political wilderness. A facsimile of his appreciation of J. R.R. Tolkien, written for
the Centenary Conference, appears overleaf.
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A MAGYAR KOZfARSASAG ELNOKE

I spent the best months of my life as a translator
translating J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings.
It did not take long for me to get into the right
mood suggested by the book and I worked myself through
the volume in a state of never ending fascination and
excitement - something that rarely happens - so the
translation almost went by itself in the end. I must
say I got carried away by the purity of the language,
the warmth of the message, the romantic mood and the
lovely human in this book. I am deeply convinced this
is the secret of its unparalleled worldwide success:
it serves as a positive role model in our dehumanized
world as well as an exciting lecture.
Let me confess here that whenever I am bed-ridden because of illness, this is the book I choose to read
all over again, waiting impatiently to see whether
there is a happy ending not only to the story as a whole
but also to each and every chapter. And although I almost
know the episodes by heart, I am still excited, worried
and full of expectations every time I read them.
I wish the scores of authors active on our Globe today
gave many books like this one to feed the young generations. On the other hand, this one book was in itself
able to leave its imprint on the think~ng of hundreds of
thousands and helped transform our world into one
smiling global village.

~

The Tolkien Society

The Tolkien Society can trace its beginnings to Thursday, November 6, 1969, on which day the
New Statesman carried in its personals column an announcement from Mrs. Vera Chapman of
'the conception if not the birth' of a Tolkien Society of Britain. However, a good deal of
discussion and argument had preceded this announcement,and much work was needed before
the Society was firmly established.
Tolkien of course had long had a following among British readers, but no club or society
devoted to him had been mooted. His popularity among science fiction readers in particular
was enlarged by the availability of imported American paperback editions of The Lord of the
Rings in 1965; and the founding of The Tolkien Society of America (T.S.A.) in that year and of
The Mythopoeic Society in 1967 gave emphasis to the idea of forming some kind of British
Tolkien group. The first few issues of The Middle Earthworm, a bimonthly 'loczine' put out by
science fiction fan and T.S.A. agent Archie Mercer beginning in January 1969, served as a forum
for discussing the idea; and among those leading the discussion was Mrs. Chapman.
One of the reasons Vera Chapman felt that a Tolkien Society should be formed was that too
much of the publicity then associated with Tolkien's name, it seemed to her, was connected
with the farther-out fringes of hippiedom and thus unrepresentative of the great majority of
his readership, and that he deserved something better. The general feeling in the Earthworm
correspondence was that a British Tolkien Society was a Good Idea, and that Someone Should
Do Something About It. But no one did until the New Statesman notice appeared. After that,
things started slowly to happen, including a small meeting in Vera Chapman's flat in December
1969. Under the pseudonym 'Belladonna Took', Mrs. Chapman put out the first issue of
Belladonna's Broadsheet in December, in order to serve as a focus for those interested in forming
a society. All this helped to spread the word, but little else happened until an inaugural
meeting took place in January 1970 under the auspices of a student society, the Hobbit Society
of University College, London, to help plan future directions. At this meeting a number of
officers, including Vera Chapman as Secretary, were appointed, albeit on an acting basis only,
as, strictly speaking, this was a meeting of the Hobbit Society, and an official Tolkien Society
meeting was still needed in order to ratify these appointments.
The latter meeting, for various reasons, took a long time to arrange. In the meantime, much
more discussion took place among interested parties, the two Society journals, Mallorn and The
Tolkien Society Bulletin (forerunner of Amon Hen), began to be published in late 1970, and an
initial Constitution for the Society was composed. Various social events were also held. The first
Annual General Meeting, where the constitution was approved and officers appointed, was
held on January 15, 1972, thus establishing the Society officially.
On June 27 of that year Vera Chapman had the pleasure of meeting J. R.R. Tolkien himself
at a sherry party at George Allen & Unwin's London offices. This led to him agreeing to
become the Honorary President of the Society, a post which, after his death, his family agreed
that he should hold in perpetuo.
The Society journals have continued to be published, and there have been occasional extra
publications, such as Workshop proceedings, by means of the Peter Roe Memorial Fund. Both

13

a Lending Library and an Archive are maintained. Annual General Meetings precede the
Annual Dinner, at which Guest Speakers have included Rayner Unwin, Michael and Priscilla
Tolkien, Humphrey Carpenter, Tom Shippey, Rob Inglis, and A. N. Wilson. The Society's
annual 'Oxonmoot', held in Oxford usually in late September, is a popular complement to the
ACM. Oxonmoot began in 1974, the year after Tolkien's death, when it was felt that there
should be an occasion for laying a wreath from the Society on the Professor's grave. There have
also been held 'Summennoots' and, in recent years, the more scholarly Workshops (now called
Seminars). Local Society groups, or 'smials', are encouraged, and serve as the setting for much
of t~e social side of the Society, as is contact with overseas Tolkien-related groups, the fruit of
which is presently all about you.
CHARLES E. NOAD
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The Mythopoeic Society

When The Mythopoeic Society was founded in 1967, I confess I was not foresighted enough
to have calculated that its twenty-fifth anniversary would coincide with the Tolkien Centenary.
Nevertheless, it is a genuine pleasure that both observances fortuitously come together in 1992.
At the beginning, the endeavour was to find a common descriptive word for both the
intentions and creativity of J. R. R. Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, and Charles Williams-and, despite its
daunting length and disputed pronunciation, it was decided that mythopoeic was the best
choice.
After beginning a Tolkien group in 1966 on a commuter campus, where few people could
come together at one time, I came in contact with many off-campus Tolkien readers and
decided that the best way to bring all the interested people together was to hold a picnic
celebration of Bilbo and Frodo's Birthday in September 1967. About eighty people turned out.
Following the cake and costume judging, the announcement was made that a new Society was
being formed with its first discussion meeting to begin the following month. That first year was
very exciting, and people came from a large area to participate. This led to a second group
being formed in the second year, and then a third group a little later. By the beginning of 1969
there were four groups, and yours truly was commuting to four far-flung regions of southern
California to moderate their discussions. Then there was a greater burst of growth, so that by
the end of 1969 there were about ten groups, with more soon to follow. The early Society had
two events which had the intent of bringing all these groups together for fun and fellowship :
Bilbo and Frodo' s Birthday Picnic in September, and a combination of the Celebration of the
Elvish New Year and the Destruction of the Ring in the early spring. The officers of the
different discussion groups met every three months to plan picnics and general policy.
But I and others were not satisfied. There was a great pool of learning and talent among the
members-scholars, artists, musicians, and performers who wanted a greater opportunity of
expression. The first issue of Myth/ore was completed on January 3, 1969, just in time for a
Tolkien birthday party. Soon after, plans were made for the first three-day conference in 1970.
The monthly bulletin, which basically contained meeting information, was expanded into
Mythprint, the Society newsletter. For several years I attempted to edit both publications. The
Society had a buoyant enthusiasm, a feeling that we were doing things that had not been done
before, and that we could do still more. We were pioneering many new things with a positive
outlook and motivation derived from the Inklings' works. The first M ythopoeic Conference was
a tremendous success, in proportions that were unforeseen. In short, The Mythopoeic Society
has held a conference every year since 1970, which is a rich and amazing record.
A.second phase was 1970-1974, during which we saw: over twenty recognized discussion
groups across the United States; the long, tedious legal procedures to write the Society's
governing rules and obtain non-profit legal status as a educational organization in 1971; a new
board of governing directors, later to be renamed the Council of Stewards, as part of the
incorporation process; the merger of The Tolkien Society of America with The Mythop oeic
Society in 1972 (thus making us the oldest surviving Tolkien organization in the world); and
the general transformation of a regional, activity-based group to a much larger national and
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international organization focused on the principal way people scattered over great distances
can feel connected with.others in the Society: its publications.
The Society responded sadly but swiftly when J. R.R. Tolkien passed away in September
1973. A memorial service was held in Los Angeles, where.I had the honor of reading 'Leaf by
Niggle' in its entirety as the eulogy. Mythlore 10 followed as a special memorial issue.
During the period 1974-1980 the Society struggled to fulfil its growing national and
international role and yet be what it was at the beginning, a multi-faceted regional
organization. The majority of members were no longer attendees of local discussion groups but
far-flung readers of Society publications. Southern California was changing rapidly: people
were moving out of the area, or getting married and establishing families, which made for
much less time for Society activities. Eventually the new role became predominant, and the
glories of the early days, such as the picnics and abundant local groups, slowly faded, leaving
many rich memories of golden afternoons, intense discussions, and personal friendships.
During the nineteen-eighties The Mythopoeic Society, as part of the expression of its new
role, expanded the location of its conferences beyond California: to Nevada, Illinois, Wisconsin,
British Columbia. For the Society to be in Oxford with The Tolkien Society for the Tolkien
Centenary Conference is a long-held personal dream made real. Next year, the Mythopoeic
Society Conference will be in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and in 1994 it will be in Washington,
D.C. The conferences are the principal places where members of the Society now come together
for study, discussion, and enjoyment.
Sometimes I feel like Elrond, who along with Galadriel never gave up in the long struggle.
I too am determined to continue with the work that needs to be done. I have been honoured
and enriched, first by the Inklings' works and then by contact with those around the world
who say: 'What, you too?! I thought I was the only one!' Let us share and learn from one
another. If you have not yet joined The Mythopoeic Society, please take this opportunity to do
so. May a star shine on this wonderful event and the Committee who made it possible!
GLEN H. GOODKNIGHT
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Tolkien Fandom

In 1966 the fourth and last issue of I Palantir was published. I Palantir was the first Tolkien
fanzine, the official organ of the fan group The Fellowship of the Ring, and contains some of
the finer Tolk.ienesque pieces lo these many long years. In the final issue, Bruce Pelz wrote a
commentary called 'Whither Wither Tolkien Fandom?' in which he brought up two possible
futures for Tolkien fandom: a fandom whose members are considered 'the Ultraserious', or one
ruled by 'the Serious Enthusiast'. Pelz also inferred that Tolkien fandom and science fiction
fandom were, for the most part, separate in scope, language, and traditions.
I think it is time, after twenty-six years, to answer Bruce's question, but put in a slightly
different form: whither weathered Tolkien fandom?
The history of organized Tolkien fandom would fill a book. It began in 1960, at the
eighteenth World Science Fiction Convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with the founding
of The Fellowship of the Ring. But it took off only after paperback editions of The Hobbit and
The Lord of the Rings appeared in 1965. Fan groups sprang up everywhere: The Tolkien Society
of America, founded in New York by Dick Plotz, which later merged with The Mythopoeic
Society; The American Tolkien Society, which had its roots in the nineteen-sixties and grew
from enthusiastic high school-age Tolk.ienists; the Tolkien Society of the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, which still holds meetings; even the North Borneo Frodo Society, founded
by Peace Corps volunteers.
Today Tolkien fandom is alive and well in all parts of the world. Its representatives are here
at the Tolkien Centenary Conference. Through the years, various countries have taken the lead
in fan activities and fanzines produced. In the nineteen-sixties and seventies the United States,
especially in Southern California and on college campuses, was the hot spot for Tolkien
fandom . In the late seventies, with the publication of The Silmarillion, and with the Rank.in/Bass
television production of The Hobbit and the Ralph Bakshi film The Lord of the Rings, fandom was
revived in the U.S. and the U.K. The latter country held the torch during the nineteen-eighties
under the guidance of The Tolkien Society and its ever-active smials. Over the past few years,
Tolkien fandom has grown in continental and eastern Europe while it has waned in the United
States. The Dutch Tolkien group, Unquendor, is flourishing, as are organizations in Sweden,
Belgium, Switzerland, Poland, Spain, Russia, France, Japan, and Norway. A Finnish Tolkien
Society, Suomen Tolk.ien-Seura, was founded on 3 January 1992, Tolk.ien's actual centenary.
Fans in the former Soviet Bloc are now free to show their enthusiasm and to openly publish
their translations of Tolkien. Some of the Russian fan artists have won international praise.
There are even enthusiasts in war-torn Croatia, in the former Yugoslavia. Through Tolk.ien's
works we share a common bond .
Tolkien fandom has thrown out many branches, but is a 'you can have your cake and eat
it, too' fandom. There are the Ultraserious fans who have their journals (which some have
described, in a bad connotation, as curriculum vitae material), and there are the Serious
Enthusiasts (whom some have described, in a bad connotation, as 'faddists and button makers')
who still develop Tolkien pastiche, or write articles on Elvish bloodlines, or draw, once again,
the scene at the Mirror of Galadriel. Also there are some that straddle both worlds: the Tolkien
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fans who are interested in the languages Tolkien created (no one says anything bad about
them).
An unexpected tum that Bruce Pelz did not foresee was costuming. Much of this aspect
sprang from the regional and world science fiction conventions' masquerade programs. They
still play a very important role for some groups, especially those who believe themselves to be
involved with the ancient kingdoms ofTolkien's world, such as the Forodrim and other groups
in Sweden and The Kingdoms of Condor and Amor in the United States.
And what of the fanzines produced over the last thirty or so years? Have they improved?
The Ultraserious fans/scholars are producing journal or paperback quality material, and the
scope of these publications usually extends to other authors similar to Tolkien: fantasists, the
so-called 'Oxford Christians', or the Inklings. Meanwhile, the Serious Enthuasiasts are
publishing everything from crudzines to fanzines that would make your mother cry because
they look so good in comparison. The days of the mimeographed and dittoed 'zines are gone
with the advent of photocopiers and desktop publishing. (I think I hold the dubious honor of
publishing one of the last mimeoed Tolkien fanzines, Ravenhi/1, which was a half-step above
a crudzine.) But you cannot discount the older dittoed fanzines, such as Hoom, which used a
wide variety of color that is still very pleasing to the eye.
Have Science Fiction Fandom and Tolkien Fandom drawn closer together or farther apart
since the founding of The Tolkien Society of America, the first non-SF Tolkien organization, in
1965? There are times when the groups intersect, such as panels at world science fiction
conventions, but for the most part, over the years, the Fandoms stay well separated. Science
fiction traditions and legends are known by very few of the members of Tolkien fandom . On
the other hand, science fiction fans know even less or just don't care about group on the fringe
like Tolkien fandom. On occasion some of the more adventurous hobbits, probably Tooks, will
venture out of their hobbit holes and down the lane and see what science fiction fandom has
to offer.
And will Tolkien fandom wither? As long as people read and find something special in
Tolkien's works, there will always be some kind of Tolkien fandom to which they can go. I will
dose with an example. It is a frightening feeling of approaching age when a young Tolkien
enthusiast calls you from Georgia and asks when you started in Tolkien fandom. I tell him I
started in 1977. 'Huh,' he replies, 'that was the year I was born.'
S. GARY HUNNEWELL
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Papers, Talks, and Panels

Nils Ivar Agey (Norway)

Ouistine Barkley (U.S.A.)

Quid Hinieldus cum Christo?: New Perspectives on
Tolkien's Theological Dilemma and His Sub-Creation
Theory. In the nineteen-twenties and thirties

Points of View and Style as They Reflect Culture
in the Works of]. R. R. Tolkien. Many stories are

told by more than one teller of Tolkien's works.
This paper will compare different versions to
see what areas of interest or emphasis arise,
and what differences might be explained by
the specific interests or culture of the teller.
The paper will also evaluate which kind of
stories are most often told by which tellers.

Tolkien's developing, and to all appearances
pagan, 'legendarium' posed a theological
dilemma to its devoutly Christian author.
How could it be reconciled with his faith?
There are striking parallels between Tolkien's
problem and the one facing the Danish theologian, poet, and philologist N . F. S. Grundtvig
(1783-1872). This paper will try to establish
whether Tolkien's answer, which is only partly
to be found in 'On Fairy-Stories', was directly
influenced by Grundtvig's attempts at reconciling ancient Norse myths and Christendom .

The Realm of Faerie: 'On Fairy-Stories' and 'Smith
of Wootton Major'. Middle-earth is not the only

glimpse we get of Tolkien's view of Faerie.
This paper will examine his definition of Faerie
and how it applies to Niggle's Parish and to the
forest in 'Smith of Wootton Major'. Once we are
aware of certain aspects of Faerie (for example,
the double vision possible), we can better
appreciate them in Middle-earth.

Douglas A. Anderson (U.S.A.)
Tolkien on His Contemporaries, from Dunsany to

Dune: Books Tolkien Read. This paper will survey
Tolkien's views on the literature of his time,
with an emphasis on his reaction to other
fantasy writings.

Marjorie J. Burns (U.S.A.)
Eating, Devouring, Sacrifice, and Ultimate Ju st
Desserts. Bilbo's fear of being eaten is expanded
in The Lord of the Rings to include the Dark

Helen Armstrong (U.K.)

Lord's 'devouring'. In both the nursery sense of
being 'eaten up' and in the more sophisticated
sense of enslavement, Tolkien uses this theme
to discu ss selfhood and free will, and to
separate those who serve from those who
consume and possess.

Good Guys, Bad Guys, Fantasy and Reality.

J. R. R. Tolkien is often accused of showing
good and evil in black and white. This paper
will seek to trace his characterization of the
conflict of good and evil to real-world analogies,
and to show that, although it is ' literary'
in expression and probably incomplete, it is
consistent with the world as he knew and
understood it.
How Dare You Call Me That! A close look at
the pronunciation, configuration, personal
relations, and applications of names in the
Eldarin tongues, and in Rohanian and the
Common Speech, in order to illuminate their
significance to their owners and Author, and
to assist poets (a bit), referring at all times
to the Appendices and other linguistic
sources provided by the said Author.

William Cater (U.K.)
Interviewing Tolkien. Interviewing J. R. R. Tolkien
- Joy Hill's Warning - The Unlucky Man from
Life (or was It Time?) - At Sandfield Road A Snug Book-lined Garage - What was He Like?
- Talking of The Lord of the Rings - Elves,
Shakespeare, and Enid Blyton - A Kindly Letter
- Later Meetings - His Sense of Humour Snowdon Photographs Him at Bournemouth Tolkien on Filming Books - The Last Meeting.
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Jane Cltance (U.S.A.)
Power and Knowledge in Tolkien: The Problem of
Differences in 'A Long-expected Party'. It is not
altogether clear from reading The Lord of the
Rings the first time how political are the hobbits
Bilbo and his nephew Frodo, even in the introductory chapter, 'A Long-expected Party'. For
there exist power struggles among the different
hobbit families in the Shire, absurd in some
cas~, significant in others. One mark of the
ability of Bilbo and Frodo-their power-is their
sensitivity to the politics of the Shire, a faculty
born of nurture and nature that will enable
Frodo's mission and attract followers. This
paper will reveal how Tolkien's understanding
of leadership rests upon what might be termed
a Postmodernist relationship between power
and knowledge.
Vera Cltapman (U.K.)
Reminiscences: Oxford in 1920, Meeting Tolkien,
and Becoming an Author at 77. Vera Chapman
went up to Oxford just after the First World
War, between the time Tolkien was an Oxford
undergraduate and his return as a Professor.
Her reminiscences provide an interesting
background to the University he knew. In 1972
Vera Chapman met Tolkien at a reception given
by George Allen & Unwin, and he agreed to
become President of The Tolkien Society (U.K.).
In 1975 she published her first book, The Green
Knight, the start of an Arthurian trilogy.

Cltarles Coulombe (U.S.A.)
Hermetic Imagination: The Influence of The Golden
Dawn upon Fantasy Literature. A paper. The Hermetic Order of The Golden Dawn was an English expression of the nineteenth-century Occult
Revival in Europe. Dedicated to such practises
as ceremonial magic and divination, the order
valued these more as gateways to true understanding of reality than for their intrinsic merit.
'fhe Golden Dawn's essentially Neoplatonic
world-view is reflected in the writings of such
sometime members as W. B. Yeats, Arthur
Machen, and Charles Williams.
Edith Crowe (U.S.A.)
Power in Middle-earth: Sources, Uses, and Misuses.
Power and the renunciation of power has long
been recognized as an important theme in the
works of J. R.R. Tolkien. This paper will
examine the issue of power with particular
attention to Riane Eisler's dominator/partnership model of power relations and the powerwithin-power over dichotomy. It will consider
the sources of various types of power: spiritual,
political, physical; and how these are wielded
by the various peoples and individuals of
Middle-earth.
Patrick Curry (U.K.)

Tolkien 's Ideology for England. This paper will try
to examine Tolkien's 'mythology for England'
as an ideology: that is, as a particular kind of
English cultural identity, including its relationship to Tolkien's portrayal of nature and ethics.
The emphasis of the paper will be less on the
sources of Tolkien's views or defining their
implicit politics than on their unexpected
contemporary relevance.

Joe R. Cltristopher (U.S.)
The Moral Epiphanies in The Lord of the Rings.
The topic of this paper is not entirely newother critics have written about the visionary
moments in The Lord of the Rings that show
insights--but the author is interested in a
context for these, suggested by Ashton Nichols'
Poetics of Epiphany, and also in their use in
the genre of prose romance.

David Doughan (U.K.)
Tolkien, Sayers, Sex, and Gender. Tolkien's
attitudes to sex and gender have been frequently commented on, but are usually ascribed
to his generation (or his Zeitgeist). This paper
will attempt to call this assessment into question
by examining Tolkien's negative view of the
work of Dorothy Leigh Sayers and what is
revealed about the position of both writers
on these fundamental matters.

J. R. R. Tolkien and the Clerihew. This paper
is actually in three parts: (1) an elaborate
definition of the clerihew, a form of light verse;
(2) a discussion of the clerihews that have been
written about Tolkien or his works; and (3) a
discussion of the clerihews that Tolkien wrote.
At the conference, due to the constraints of
time, only parts one and two will be read.
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Colin Duriez (U.K.)

set, and of other contemporaneous papers, has
allowed the author of this paper to identify
and describe in outline the various tasks
Tolkien was assigned.

Tolkien and the Other Inklings. This paper
will look at Tolkien's relationship to the other
Inklings, especially Lewis, Williams, Barfield,
and Tolkien's son Christopher, in particular
studying the affinities and differences between
them and what Tolkien owed to them. The
· Notion Club Papers will be discussed as an
idealized portrait of the Inklings.

Glen H! GoodKnight (U.S.A.)
Tolkien and the Inklings. This panel will discuss
both the interaction between J. R.R. Tolkien
and the Inklings as a group, and the interaction
and cross-influencing among Tolkien, C. S.
Lewis, Charles Williams, and Owen Barfield
in particular. Panelists: Joe Christopher, Colin
Duriez, Verlyn Flieger, Glen GoodKnight,
Diana Pavlac, John Rateliff.

Verlyn Flieger (U.S.A.)
Tolkien's Experiment with Time. Tolkien's two·
time-travel stories, The Lost Road and The Notion
Club Papers, derive their mode of operation from
a theory of time as field proposed in 1927 by
J. W. Dunne. This paper will explore the relationship between Dunne's theory and the fictive
psychology of dream and memory that provides
the working basis for Tolkien's time travel.

Deirdre M. Greene (Canada)
Tolkien and the English Visionary Tradition. This
paper will attempt to place Tolkien's fiction in
a distinctly English literary context: a tradition
of visionary writing which also strives toward
national epic, extending from Spenser through
Milton (and, in certain respects, Blake) to
Tolkien.

Michael Foster (U.S.A.)
Easter in Middle-earth. The dates of many of
the events of The Lord of the Rings coincide
with significant dates in the Christian liturgical
calendar, beginning with the departure of the
Fellowship from Rivendell on 25th December,
and culminating with the destruction of the
Ring in the beginning of the Fourth Age on
25th March. This study will look at such significant coincidences relative to Tolkien's
Catholic background.

Tolkien's Dictionary Poetics. This paper will
examine the connections between Tolkien's
writing of fiction and his work as a lexicographer on the Oxford English Dictionary.
Some of Tolkien's most characteristic stylistic
flourishes show the influence of the distinctive,
charming defining style of the first edition of
the OED.

David Funk (Canada)

Natalia Grigorieva (Russia)

Why Dwarves Anyway? An attempt to explain
the characters of the roles played by, and the
reasons for the creation of, dwarves as presented in Tolkien's three major works of fiction
concerning Middle-earth. The argument will be
heavily biased in favour of dwarves' indispensability.

Problems Translating into Russian. The general
tradition of translating literature into Russian
has been that it should be good literature by
itself and preserve the manner of the original
author. This paper will compare the published
Russian translations of The Lord of the Rings
not only for their accuracy but also for the
translators' attitudes to the story (horror
and humour, fairies and dragons); interpretations of Middle-earth (hobbit names, manners
of speech, Elvish languages); folklore and the
nature of heroes; ways to find analogies; and
why the laws of Faerie should not be changed!

Peter Gilliver (U.K.)
At the Wordface:]. R. R . Tolkien's Work on
the Oxford English Dictionary. Immediately
after the First World War, Tolkien was invited
to join the staff of the Oxford English Dictionary,
then nearing completion. His contribution to
that part of the Dictionary on which he was
engaged, under the editorship of Henry Bradley, was substantial. An examination of the
manuscript from which the Dictionary was type-
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Chris Hopkins (U.K.)

Vladimir Grushetskiy (Russia)
How Russians See Tolkien. There are two reasons
for the current perception of Tolkien in Russia.
One is that the general public are familiar only
with The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. The
second is that during the last seventy-five years
cultural values and ethical rules have been
methodically changed and replaced with
Communist ideology. This paper will discuss
attitudes to Tolkien in Russia among the four
groups of his readers: children, youths, general
readers, and 'elite'.

Englishness in the Works of Tolkien. This paper
will discuss ways in which Tolkien draws upon
various ideas of Englishness in order to construct his epic fictional world. In particular,
Tolkien's combinations of different periods
and traditions of Englishness--Anglo-Saxon,
nineteenth-century, and twentieth-centurywill be explored.

Lisa Hopkins (U.K.)
Female Authority Figures in the Works of/. R. R.
Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, and Charles Williams. The

Wayne G. Hammond (U.S.A.)
The Critical Response to Tolkien's Fiction. Or,
a history of delight and puzzlement. This paper
will illustrate, primarily by reviewing reviews
from The Hobbit to 'The History of Middleearth', how Tolkien's critics have approached
his works and popularity. The paper will also
briefly comment on the state of Tolkien scholarship in its second half-century.
Pauline Baynes, Illustrator. A slide show of the
work of Pauline Baynes, illustrator of Tolkien's
Farmer Giles of Ham, Smith of Wootton Major,
and The Adventures of Tom Bombadil, and of
many other books for children and adults. The
show will follow Miss Baynes' distinguished
career from her earliest illustrations in the
nineteen-thirties to her newest pictures for
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by
C. S. Lewis.

powerful, learned woman is a figure of fear in
the works of Williams, seen as transgressing
against her proper role. In Lewis, legitimate
authority figures are male, illegitimate ones
are female, and gender roles are strictly demarcated. Tolkien, however, not only creates
powerful and heroic women, but also suggests
that the combination of authority and femininity can be particularly potent and talismanic.
Carl F. Hostetter (U.S.A.)
A Mythology for England. A linguistic study

by two people of considerable knowledge of
Tolkien's invented languages. The paper will
start with an examination of Tolkien's source
for the Eldarin word ond (stone), which the
authors have, through good fortune, located
definitively. This will lead into a discussion
of Ith and Eremon, two characters from Irish
mythology, which will lead by several paths
to a discussion of Ing and Irmin from Germanic
myth. Along the way, the authors will discuss
Askr and Embla (the Norse Adam and Eve),
Yggdrasil, and, of course, Earendil and ~lfwine.
All of these figures are used by Tolkien in his
mythology. Presenters: Carl Hostetter, Arden
Smith.

Joy Hill (U.K.)
Tolkien's Fan Mail. Joy Hill was assigned by
Tolkien's publisher to help him with his fan
mail, a job she hated and loved. This slide show
of the more interesting letters and art received
by Tolkien was prepared by Joy before her final
illness, and is presented in her memory by
Christina Scull and Wayne Hammond.

A Not-So-Secret Vice: Tolkienian Linguistics.

Gwyneth E. Hood (U.S.A.)
The Earthly Paradise in The Lord of the Rings.
Valinor, modelled on the Earthly Paradise, is
described more fully in Tolkien's posthumously
published works than in The Lord of the Rings.
Yet the fleeting Valinorean images within the
latter book have a powerful impact, heightening
and simultaneously providing consolation for
the horrors of Mordor.

This panel discussion will serve as a retrospective on the study of Tolkienian linguistics and
will examine the importance of Tolkien's linguistic creations to his mythopoesis. The panel
will also discuss current research, debates,
and projects. Panelists: Jenny Coombs, David
Doughan, Carl Hostetter, Paul Nolan Hyde,
Nancy Martsch, Arden Smith, Patrick Wynne.
Words and Devices. A paper. Presenters: Carl
Hostetter, Patrick Wynne.
Continued on page 26
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The Tolkien Family Tree

THE TOLKIEN FAMILY
Arthur Reuel Tolkien
1857-1896

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien = Edith Bratt
1892-1973
1889-1971

Michael = Joan Griffiths
1920-1984
1916-1982

John

b. 1917

=

Mabel Suffield
1870-1904

Hilary Arthur Reuel Tolkien = Magdalen Matthews
1894-1976

(1) Faith = Christopher
b. 1924
Falcon bridge

=

(2) Baillie
Knapheis

Priscilla
b. 1929

(1) June = Gabriel = (2) Kay
b. 1931

~--.---I._____==-~~
(1) Irene = Michael George= (2) Jan
Fe~ier

I

b. 1943

I

Turner

Catherine = Guy
Ruth Thomas
b. 1969
Bracewell b. 1982

Joan = Hugh
b. 1945
Baker

Mandy Royd
b. 1967 b. 1969

Judith = Alan
b. 1951 Crombleholme

Michael
b. 1975

~

Freya Piers
b. 1976 b. 1979

Simon = Tracy
b. 1959 Steinberg

Adam Rachel
b. 1969 b. 1971

Julian
b. 1935

I
Angela

=

Glynis

Paul = Ann
b. 1938

I
Christopher = Angela

Nicholas
b. 1990

2 sons

Kallum
b. 1991

I

Timothy = Susan

I

I

I

I

Nicholas

Stephen

Dominic

Zoe

scholarship of valuable works which he---or
other holders of his Chairs-might have produced. This paper will leave posterity to judge
this issue, but in assessing Tolkien's contributions to Old English studies, it will argue that
one of them-his 1936 British Academy lecture,
'Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics'-has
had more influence than most of the products
of his critics, and that many Old English
scholars owe much to his inspiration.

Papers, Talks, and Panels (continued)

Gary Hunnewell (U.S.A.)
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: The Commercialism of J. R. R. Tolkien. The author will explore
how J. R.R. Tolkien's works have been interpreted commercially in both professional and
fan arenas. The quality (or lack thereof) of
materials will be presented in a slide show.
Rotten fruit and vegetables may be provided!

Ted Nasmith (Canada)
The Tolkien Art of Ted Nasmith: A Chronological
Review. A slide show covering the over twenty
years that Ted Nasmith has been illustrating
Tolkien, from early sketches, drawings, and
illustrations to his most recent work. The artist
will trace the development of his ideas and
style, and will discuss the use of other mediums
and influences on him as a Tolkien illustrator.

Paul Nolan Hyde (U.S.A.)
The Language of Children: A Vocabulary Contest
between The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.
A paper.
Alexander Lewis (U.K.)
The Silmarillion as History. A paper.
Music and Tolkien 's World. A panel. Panelists:
Alex Lewis, Alisdair Roberts.

Otarles E. Noad (U.K.)
Frodo and His Spectre: Blakean Resonances in
Tolkien. A paper. Comparisons between Blake
and Tolkien are tempting, not least because
of superficial resemblances, but more valid
comparisons can be made in their treatment
of similar underlying themes. One such is that
shown in the opposition of Los and his Spectre
(Blake) and of Frodo and Collum (Tolkien),
where a comparison points up the outlooks
and limitations of both writers.

Virginia Luling (U.K.)
Middle-earth and the Fourth World. Or, a view
from among the Haradrim . The author is an
anthropologist who works as a campaigner for
indigenous people's rights. From this perspective she has some thoughts about Tolkien's
work as a vision of an unwestemized Europe
and on the re-enchantment of the world.
Nancy Martsch (U.S.A.)
A Tolkien Chronology: A Study of Events in
Tolkien's Life That May be Reflected in His
Writings . This paper is a concordance of events
in the personal and professional lives of J. R. R.
Tolkien, with reference to the Matter of Arda
and other writing (with emphasis on the mythology and the Elvish languages). The paper will
attempt to show that the events in an author's
life are reflected in his writings.

Tadeusz Olszanski (Poland)
Evil and the Evil One in Tolkien's Theology.
This paper will analyse Tolkien's theological
theory of evil: first its cosmological aspect
(especially the relation between Eru and Melkor), then the place of evil in the structure
of the world, the question of salvation, and,
finally, the question of the End and the second
'Doom of Mandos' announcing Morgoth's
death. Presenter: Agnieszka Sylwanowicz.

Stephen Medcalf (U .K.)
The Language Learnt of Elves. A paper.

Diana L. Pavlac (U.S.A.)

More Than a Bandersnatch: The Influence of the
Inklings on J. R. R. Tolkien's Middle-earth.
It is commonly argued that the Inklings had no
influence on Tolkien. This paper will show that
they had a profound influence, so much so that
Lewis and Williams should be considered
mutual architects of Middle-earth.

Bruce Mitchell (U.K.)

J. R. R. Tolkien and Old English Studies: An
Appreciation. Some scholars argue that Tolkien
did not fulfil some of his responsibilities during
his thirty-four years as an Oxford Professor, in
that he spent the bulk of his research time on
his imaginative writings, thereby depriving

26

Ned Raggett (U.S.A.)

Patricia Reynolds (U.K.)

An Unread Classic?: Tolkien and Today's Reading
Audience. Something in the Professor's writing

The Relationship between Tolkien's Academic and
Middle-earth Works. Various aspects of the

touches us all, even if we are unable to say
what it is. Tolkien is often not taken seriously,
or is heavily criticized, by the media, critical
hierarchy, and fantasy readers. This paper will
study these points and their cause, to ascertain
how we, as those who do appreciate Tolkien,
can show others what we see.

relationship will be discussed by this panel,
including storyline, style, and subject matter.
Panelists: Verlyn Flieger, Deirdre Greene, Pat
Reynolds, Gloriana St. Clair, Tom Shippey.
Rene van Rossenberg (Netherlands)
Tolkien's Exceptional Vtsit to Holland: A Reconstruction. In March 1958 Tolkien was the guest

The Value of The History of Middle-earth' Series.

This panel will discuss the manuscripts published in 'The History of Middle-earth', and will
consider the texts' literary value, intertextual
variants, how the texts reflect and demonstrate
Tolkien's creative process, and new linguistic
information. Panelists: Helen Armstrong, David
Bratman, Paul Nolan Hyde, Brian Murphy,
Ned Raggett.

of honour at a 'Hobbit Meal' in Rotterdam,
Holland. He had never before accepted such an
invitation and never did again. By interviewing
the organizers and many people who met Tolkien, the visit has been reconstructed, and
many, often funny anecdotes have come to
light. This slide show will illustrate many
artefacts, including letters from Tolkien to
the organizers, photographs, and autographed
books.

John D. Rateliff (U.S.A.)
The Lost Road, The Dark Tower, and The
Notion Club Papers: Tolkien and Lewis's Time
Travel Triad. Tolkien and Lewis's famous wager
to write 'a space-travel story and a time-travel
story' resulted not only in Out of the Silent Planet
but in these three unfinished tales. This paper
will look at how each fragment bears the stamp
of its author's characteristic concerns as well
as how all three relate to one another.
Tolkien's Precursors. This panel will look at
some of the authors who were major influences
on J. R.R. Tolkien-including William Morris,
George MacDonald, H. Rider Haggard, Lord
Dunsany, and John Buchan-and will discuss
ways Tolkien drew upon their work to create
his own distinctive world. Panelists: Rikki
Breem, Marjorie Bums, Verlyn Flieger, John
Rateliff.

Gloriana St. Gair (U.S.A.)
An Overview of the Northern Influences on Tolkien's
Works. J. R.R. Tolkien studied the Old Norse

literature and mythology thoroughly. While
knowing Northern literature does not provide a
key to unlock the meanings of his major works,
his characters, creatures, implements, customs,
incidents, and themes do have antecedents in
the Eddas and sagas. This paper will assess
the extent and impact of those antecedents.
Tolkien as Reviser: A Case Study. The publication
of drafts of The Lord of the Rings allows scholars
to assess Tolkien as reviser. A comparison of the
early presentation of Condor in 'The History of
The Lord of the Rings' with the finished scenes
indicates the nature and direction of Tolkien's
changes. This paper will discuss how the process of revision contributed to the overall effect
of the work.
Volsunga Saga and Turin: Some Analogies.
'Turin', one of the works in the Unfinished Tales,
has many parallels with the thirteenth-century
Old Norse Volsunga Saga, which Tolkien read
and studied. This paper will assess comparisons
between the heroes, women, dragons, plots,
implements, and actions for their contribution
to understanding Tolkien's relationships to his
sources, and will note Tolkien's craft in source
assimilation.

Marc Read (U.K.)
A Physics of Middle-earth. This paper will take a

very light-hearted look at how far one can go
in applying primary world science to Middleearth. Tolkien purists and physics purists may
wish to keep clear of this. Authors: Marc Read,
Jenny Coombs.
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Open Minds, Closed Minds in The Lord of the
Rings. A study of prejudice and tolerance,
from the insularity of the Hobbits of the Shire
to the mistrust between the Elves and the
Dwarves and the very nationalistic outlook
of Denethor. This paper will show how some
characters grew and became more tolerantr and
that Tolkien was sensible enough to realize that
only small steps can be taken at a time. It will
also consider the unwillingness of some to
believe in anything not witnessed with their
own senses, thus leading them to discard as
legendary much of the wonder of Middle-earth.

William A. S. Sarjeant (Canada)
The Geology of Middle-earth. 'This country has
tough bones', said Gimli. But though the dwarf
was the most interested of the Nine Walkers
in rocks, he was also the least articulate.
Consequently the geology of Middle-earth,
as presented in this paper, is deduced from
the paintings and incidental information in
the writings of the Professor. It is illustrated
with many slides of Tolkien's pictures and
of our present world geology.
Hubert Sawa (Poland)
The Territorial Development of the Dwarvish
Kingdoms in the Second and Third Ages of Middleearth. This paper will discuss the emergence of
the kingdoms of the Dwarves, changes in their
borders, and different factors influencing them
(e.g. wars with the Elves and Ores). Their
history is recorded up to the beginning of the
Fourth Age, when after the fall of the enemy,
the kingdoms flourished again. Presenter:
Paulina Braiter.

Tolkien and Oxford University. A panel. Panelists:
Deirdre Greene, Stephen Medcalf, Bruce
Mitchell, Christina Scull.

Cllristopher Seeman (U.S.A.)
Contextualizing Mythopoeia: Tolkien and the
Romantic Tradition. This paper will explore
Tolkien's vision of fantasy within the broader
historical context of Romanticism, clarifying the
ways in which he inherits and revises Romantic
views of the creative imagination via the concept of 'subcreation'. Possible links with
Coleridge's thought are considered, especially
with respect to the uses of Romanticism in the
context of Christianity.

George Sayer (U.K.)
Inside Information. A paper.

Eric Schweicher (Belgium)

Fantasy Role-playing and Tolkien 's World. This
panel will discuss the appropriation of Middleearth for the medium of role-playing games.
It will consider the role of Tolkien's fiction
in the genesis and definition of fantasy roleplaying, the possibilities and problems encountered in running a Middle-earth campaign, and
the future of Middle-earth role-playing. In
addition to facilitating a free exchange of ideas,
one of the aims of the panel will be to discuss
the organization of a network of Middle-earth
gamers centred around the publication of a
journal devoted to Tolkien-related games.
Panelists: Andrew Butler, Glenn Kuring,
Brian Murphy, Eric Rauscher, Chris Seeman,
Madawc Williams.

Aspects of the Fall in J. R. R. Tolkien 's
The Silmarillion. This paper will begin with
an analysis of the evolution of the image of
the Fall in the Western tradition, which will
be compared with its image in Middle-earth.
The Ainulindalii and the Quenta Silmarillion
will be examined to show how Vala, Elf,
Dwarf, and Man fall into corruption, and
the consequences of this fall.

Cllristina Scull (U.K.)
Illustrating Tolkien. A panel. Panelists:
Denis Bridoux, Sylvia Hunnewell, Ted Nasmith,
Christina Scull, Patrick Wynne.
Illustrating Tolkien. This slide show will trace
briefly the history of Tolkien illustrations,
including covers, illustrated editions, calendars,
and fan magazines. It will then look at different
treatments of various themes and consider if
there has been any development over the years,
or if the art reflects na·tional differences
in viewing Tolkien's world.

28

Philip Smith (U.K.)

Tom Shippey (U.K.)
Politics and the Nature of Evil: Tolkien as a
Post-war Writer. The Lord of the Rings, though
unique in many ways, is only one of a series of
fantasies published by English authors before,
during, and just after World War II, works
united in their deep concern with the nature of
evil and their authors' belief that politics had
given them a novel understanding of this
ancient concept. This paper will set Tolkien
in this contemporary context and consider
what has been unique in his understanding
of the modern world.
Tolkien and the Gawain-poet. Tolkien's major
academic work was the edition he prepared,
with E. V. Gordon, of Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight. Yet this poem is only one of four in
identical dialect (an important point to Tolkien)
and in the same manuscript. This paper will
consider all four, and will show how the
theories, eccentricities, and linguistics of
the Gawain-poet were read by Tolkien.

Creative Bindings of Tolkien's Works. This slide
lecture will show about forty special bindings
made to celebrate The Lord of the Rings and The
Silmarillion over a period of twenty-seven years.
These range from a group of sets of the original
three-volume editions called 'book-walls' employing the speaker's own special leather techniques (including maril), to more recent
bindings in sculptured cases. Many of the
designs are based on abstracted views from
within the landscape of Middle-earth.

Anders Stenstrom (Sweden)
A Mythology? For England? It is well known
that J. R.R. Tolkien said that he wanted to
make 'a mythology for England'. Well known,
but not true. This paper will investigate how
Tolkien really used the word mythology, and
also will look at the relation with England.

Angela J. Surtees (U.K.)
The Mechanics of Dragons: An Introduction to
the Study of Their 'Ologies. Dragons are found
throughout the histories of most civilizations,
yet we appear to know little about them. This
paper will present a (tongue-in-cheek) introductory analysis of dragons and their place in
society, suggesting that perhaps they are not
necessarily the terrible and evil creatures
they are sometimes portrayed to be. Presenters:
Angela Surtees, Steve Gardner.

Brian Sibley (U.K.)
The Radio and The Ring: Thirty-seven Years of
Broadcasting Tolkien. The author will talk about
the 1981 BBC Radio Lord of the Rings and about
adaptations of Tolkien's shorter works to be
broadcast this year. He will remember the trials
and tribulations that have been encountered
during the recorded span, from The Lord of the
Rings to Tales from the Perilous Realm.

Immortal Love?. This panel will discuss whether
love itself enables or endows immortality, or
whether immortality is a prerequisite to the
eternity of love. The points of view of the
poet, J. R. R. Tolkien, the Christian, and
Jeremy Morgan will be put forward. Panelists:
Ruth Lacon, Jeremy Morgan, Angela Surtees,
Catherine Thorn.

Lester Simons (U.K.)
Writing and Allied Technologies in Middle-earth.
This paper will discuss the possible (and
probable) methods by which the inhabitants of
Middle-earth at the end of the Third Age kept
permanent records. A number of concepts will
be introduced and defined: substrate, medium,
implement, glyphs, and, last but not least,
scribe! Suggestions regarding the possibility of
the existence, late in the Third Age, of printing
will be presented.

Norman Talbot (Australia)
And That Means Comfort: Sentimentality and the
Shire. A paper. In the cosy, avuncular narration
of The Hobbit and the early parts of The Lord of
the Rings the Shire's people and values are
presented with a comic-sentimental Edwardian
English rurality. This has limitations, but makes
for intense contrasts with active, cynical evil
and the fiercer versions of 'good'. Less obvious
is the potential for complex, non-naturalistic
c.haracter development.
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deriving from Horace Walpole's C.astle of
Otranto. The paper will also study the contrast
of Jane Austen to these writers, and will unravel
the errors of Brian Aldiss, whose ideas are taken
from earlier authors.

~ Jo ElW!S

Go? The departure of the Blves
from Middle-earth haunted Tolkien's imagination and has fascinated many writers since.
Prom I<ipling a.n d Tolkien onward, the destiny
of the Elves has been treated in many diverse
ways. Hy Brasael is hard to imagine in the
Americas in this century, and yet the people
of the starlight still 'go west'. This paper will
refer to recent works by Kay, de Lint, Bradley,
Wolfe, Kerr, Holdstock, and Baudino.

Patrick Wynne (U.K.)

The Growth of Grammar in the Elven-tongues.

A paper. While some features of Elven grammar
go back to the earliest records, such as the
'Qenya Lexicon', others are unique to later
works such as the 'Secret Vice' poems and the
' Etymologies', and some do not emerge until
after The Lord of the Rings. The Elven languages
form an expanding canvas (like Niggle's), and
many of the individual poems and sentences
can be examined in terms of how they elaborate
or enhance the overall grammar of Elvish.
Authors: Patrick Wynne, Chris Gilson.

Dwayne Thorpe (US.A.)
Tolkien's Elvish Craft. This paper will examine
the unique fusion in The Lord of the Rings of the

styl.i stic traditions of heroic literature and realism. It will explore the effects of that fusion .on
To lkien's treatment of action (the funeral of
Boromir), description (Lothl6rien), and dialogue
(the speech of Saruman), and will refer to its
development by Tolkien in his earlier creation
of Elven language, geography, history, and
culture.

Lynn Wytenbroek (Canada)

Natural Mysticism in Kenneth Grahame's The
Piper at the Gates of Dawn' in The Wind in the

Michael Tiedemann (Germany)
Man wii's Mistake: An Approach to the Reasons for
the Flight of the Noldor. This paper will consider
the reasons for Feanor leading the Noldor from
Valino r. These may seem easy to discern, but
the different factors that brought the Flight
about are more complex than might be supposed. This paper intends to expose the true
motives for the Flight.

Willows. This paper will explore the use of Pan
as the medium for an intense mystical experience in 'The Piper at the Gates of Dawn', and
how this mystical passage fits in with the rest
of The Wind in the Willows. The author also
wishes to explore possible influences on
Grahame from writers of the nineteenth century
who had mystical emphases in their books. The
'Piper' is one of the most beautiful passages of
natural mysticism in twentieth-century literature, but one rarely discussed. The author
would like to begin to fill this critical gap.

Rayner Unwin (U.K.)
Publishing Tolkien. During the last thirty years
of the Professor's life, but especially towards
the end, Rayner Unwin met, talked with, and
worked for J. R.R. Tolkien. It was a business
relationship between author and publisher, but
increasingly it became a trusting friendship as
well. In an ideal world authors and publishers
should always act in partnership. This certainly
happened between Professor Tolkien and
George Allen &: Unwin, but in some respects,
as the speaker will explain, the collaboration
had very unusual features.

Exploring Cosmic Unity and Pattern through
Cetacean Consciousness in l:Engle's A Ring of
Endless Light and Katz's Whalesinger. A paper.

Both Canadian fantasist Welwyn Wilton Katz
and American fantasist Madeleine L'Engle have
written novels in which humans, in communicating with whales or dolphins, have been
exposed to wholeness, harmony, unity, and
pattern in the universe at large perceived by
cetaceans. While written quite independently,
these works show a remarkable similarity in
their perception of the universe and in their
presentation of cetacean consciousness. An
exploration of these similarities shows the
united mystical vision that writers from
different backgrounds and beliefs can attain.

Mad.awe William, (U .K.)
Tales of Won der: Science Fiction and Fantasy in
the Age of Jane A usten. This paper will challenge

the accepted view that the works of writers
such as Mrs. Radcliffe, ' Monk' Lewis, Maturin,
and Mary Shelley are part of a Gothic tradition
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Jessica Yates (U.K.)
Tolkien: The Anti-Totalitarian. A number of critics
have looked for a political message in The Lord
of the Rings, their dislike of the work, in some
cases, apparently leading them to accuse Tolkien of holding extreme, usually right-wing
political views and making The Lord of the Rings
a vehicle for them. These critics are particularly
vehement about the danger of young people
emerging from a reading of Tolkien's book with
extreme right-wing views. The author of this
paper will select some examples from her collection of political views, including the opinions
of Robert Westall, E. P. Thompson, and Fred
Inglis, together with a viewpoint from a
member of the Communist Party.

Stephen Yandell (U.S.A.)
A Pattern .which Our Nature Cries Out for: The
Medieval Tradition of the Ordered Four in the Fiction of]. R. R. Tolkien and C. S. Lewis. A paper.
The divisions of four that one finds in Tolkien
and Lewis's fiction (the four lines of narration in
The Lord of the Rings, the four Pevensies, etc.) are
not at all arbitrary: it is through these that each
author best displays his skill. By examining the
traditional divisions of four with which Tolkien
and Lewis were both familiar (the four temperaments, the four seasons, the four sections of an
orchestra, etc.), one gains a rich resource for
better understanding their fiction.
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Christopher Tolkien was born in 192A, the third
son of Edith and J. R. R. Tolkien. He grew up
in the north of Oxford and was educated at the
Dragon School and the Oratory School. Early
on he took a deep interest in his father's stories
and legends, first as a member of the original
audience of The Hobbit, and in the early nineteen-thirties as .the sole listener to his father's
great legends of the early history of Middleearth. Later he became deeply involved in the
writing of The Lord of the Rings, drawing maps
and making fair copies of some chapters for his
father. In the early nineteen-forties he became
an undergraduate at Oxford, and with his
father attended meetings of the Inklings.
His education at Oxford was interrupted
by service in the R.A.F. during World War II.
During this time his father wrote most of Book
Four of The Lord of the Rings and sent chapters
serially to Christopher in South Africa. After
the war, Christopher returned to Oxford and
read English at Trinity College. For a while
C. S. Lewis was his tutor. Now, having become
a full member of the Inklings, it was decided
that he and not his father would read aloud
each new chapter of The Lord of the Rings,
it being generally agreed that Christopher
made a better job of it.
During the nineteen-fifties he worked as
a tutor and lecturer on the Oxford English
Faculty while completing his B.Litt. With
Nevill Coghill he edited Chaucer's Pardoner's
Tale (Harrap, 1958), Nun's Priest's Tale (Harrap,
1959), and Man of Law's Tale (Harrap, 1969).
A portion of his B.Litt. thesis was published
in 1960 as The Saga of King Heidrek the Wise
(Thomas Nelson & Sons). In autumn 1963 he
was elected to a Fellowship at New College,
Oxford, where he lectured on the Anglo-Saxon,
Middle English, and Old Norse languages and
literatures.
In 1975, two years after the death of J. R.R.
Tolkien, Christopher resigned his fellowship in
order to devote his full attention to his father's
unpublished writings. He has edited Sir Gawain

The Monsters and the Critics and Other Essays
(1983), and 'The History of Middle-earth' (1983
and continuing), and has made many other contributions to Tolkien studies. A bibliography of
his writings, compiled by Douglas A. Anderson,
is available from the Conference Office.
John Tolkien, the eldest son of Professor
and Mrs. J. R. R. Tolkien, was born in 1917
in Cheltenham. After reading English at Exeter
College, Oxford, he trained for the priesthood
in the Roman Catholic Church. He has worked
as a priest in the Midlands and elsewhere in
England. With his sister, Priscilla, he wrote
The Tolkien Family Album (HarperCollins;
Houghton Mifflin, 1992).
Priscilla Tolkien is the youngest child and
only daughter of J. R.R. and Edith Tolkien.
She was educated at Lady Margaret Hall,
Oxford, and has worked as a teacher of English
and in other posts. She has vivid memories of
her father which she generously shares, most
recently in The Tolkien Family Album, written
with her brother, John. She is Honorary VicePresident of The Tolkien Society, and for many
years has been a gracious host to members of
the Society at Oxonmoot.
The Tolkiens' second son, Michael, died in
1984, but is with us in our hearts and in the
presence of his children.

William Cater has been a journalist for
many years with various papers, including
the Observer, the Sunday Times, and the Daily
Express. He interviewed J. R.R. Tolkien for
the latter paper in 1966. 'I have never met so
interesting, formidable and likeable a man',
he says of Tolkien. 'It was like having lunch
with Gandalf.' See further, Progress Report 5.
Vera Chapman, alias 'Belladonna Took', is
the founder of The Tolkien Society in Britain.
Born in 1898 in Bournemouth, she travelled
with her parents to South Africa and India
before returning to England in 1917. She went
up to Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, the following
year. On returning to South Africa after graduation, she met Charles Sydney Chapman,
a clergyman whom she married in 192A.

and the Green Knight, Pearl, and Sir Orfeo (1975),
The Silmarillion (1977), Unfinished Tales (1980),
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of C. S. Lewis's Personae' in Word and Story in
C. S. Lewis, ed. Charles Huttar and Peter Schakel
(University of Missouri Press, 1991). See further,
Progress Report 6.
·
Bruce Mitchell, Fellow Emeritus of St
Edmund Hall, Oxford, was educated first in
Australia and then at Merton Co1lege, Oxford,
where he met J. R.R. Tolkien. He was a Fellow
of St Edmund Hall and a University Lecturer at
Oxford from 1955 to 1987. His Guide to Old
English (Blackwell), now in its fifth edition,
is the most popular introduction to the
language and literature of the Anglo-Saxons.
His other writings include Old English Syntax
(Clarendon Press, 1985), On Old English: Selected
Essays (Blackwell, 1988), and A Critical Bibliography of Old English Syntax (Blackwell, 1990).
See further, Progress Report 6.
Robert Murray is the grandson of Sir James
Murray, founder of the Oxford English Dictionary. A close friend of J. R.R. Tolkien, he
commented on The Lord of the Rings in proof.
He became a Jesuit in 1949 and was ordained
in 1959. Since 1963 he has been on the teaching
staff of Heythrop College, now part of London
University. His teaching and publications have
mainly been concerned with the Bible, its
languages, and its interpretation by Christians
and Jews. His writings include Symbols of Church
and Kingdom: A Study in Early Syriac Tradition
(Cambridge University Press, 1975) and The
Cosmic Covenant: Biblical Themes of Justice, Peace
and the Integrity of Creation (1992), as well as
numerous articles. See further, Progress Report 5.
George Sayer originally intended a career in
medicine. Instead he read English language and
literature as a pupil of C. S. Lewis. After war
service in military intelligence, he joined the
teaching staff of Malvern College and became
Head of the English Department, a post he
occupied until 1974. Through his friendship
with Lewis, he read Tolkien's Lord of the Rings
in manuscript. Tolkien visited him in Malvern,
and while there recorded poetry and prose
from The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit (first
issued by Caedmon Records in 1975). Sayer's
Jack: C. S. Lewis and His Times (Macmillan,
1988) won the Mythopoeic Society Award for
Scholarship. See further, Progress Report 6.

The Chapmans lived in Mo:zambique and later
in England. Mrs. Chapman has held a variety of
jobs, but is our guest by virtue of her books
and stories. These include the trilogy The Green
Knight, King Arthur's Daughter, and The King's
Damosel (Collings, 1975-6), and 'Crusader Damosel', reprinted in Dragons and Warrior Daughters,
ed. Jessica Yates (Collins Lions Tracks, 1989).
See further, Progress Report 6.
Deirdre M. Greene was born and educated
in St. John's, Newfoundland. In 1984 she
received a BA. (Hon.) in medieval language,
literature, and history from Memorial University
of Newfoundland. She then went to Christ
Church College, Oxford, where she earned an
M.Litt. in 1989. Her thesis on J. R.R. Tolkien
was the first on that subject to be successfully
completed at Oxford and only the third to that
date in the U.K., and was written despite
Oxford resistance to the idea that Tolkien's
fiction is in fact literature. From 1988 to 1991
Greene was an assistant editor on the fourth
edition of The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary.
Currently she is Associate Editor of the
Encyclopaedia of Newfoundland and lectures at
Memorial University, St. John's. She is married
and has two children.
Rob Inglis has acted with the Royal Shakespeare, National, and Royal Court Theatre
companies, in roles ranging from Dr. Faustus
and Falstaff to Mr. Bumble in Oliver! Since
1967 he has also performed a number of oneman shows, including Shakespeare in Person,
The Canterbury Tales , Two English Navigators,
A Christmas Carol, and-most notably for the
present audience-The Hobbit and The Lord of
the Rings. He has polished his solo adaptations
of Tolkien' s works in more than ten years of
performing, and delivers them with great
energy and wit. Inglis has also recorded the
texts of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings
unabridged. See further, Progress Report 1.
Stephen Medcalf is Reader in English in
the School of European Studies, Sussex University. As an undergraduate at Merton College,
Oxford, he was tutored by Hugo Dyson, one of
the Inklings/ and discussed medieval literature
with Tolkien. He has written widely on classical
and medieval literature, and on Tolkien, C. S.
Lewis, and Charles Williams. His works include
'The Coincidence of Myth and Fact' in Ways of
Reading the Bible, ed. Michael Wadsworth
(Harvester Press, 1981), and 'Language and
Self-consciousness: The Making and Breaking
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in the Gibbs Room with other Philip Smith
bindings. See further, Progress Report 1.
Donald Swann, composer and pianist, has
been interested in music and language since
he was a child. He attended Westminster
School, where he met his long-time partner
Michael Flanders, and Christ Church College,
Oxford, where he took a degree in Russian and
Greek. He is widely known for At the Drop of
a Hat and other work with Michael Flanders,
though is perhaps better known at this conference for his song cycle The Road Goes Ever On,
musical settings of poems by J. R.R. Tolkien.
He has set to music numerous works written in
the twentieth century, including (as an opera)
Perelandra by C. S. Lewis. Swann has toured
widely to promote music as an expression of
peace. His autobiography, Swann's Way: A Life
in Song (Heinemann), was published in 1991.
See further, Progress Report 2.
Rayner Unwin is the son of publisher Sir
Stanley Unwin. From age ten, when he wrote
his now famous report on The Hobbit, he was a
favourite critic whose opinion Tolkien sought.
He read Tolkien's works in manuscript, including Farmer Giles of Ham, The Lord of the Rings,
Smith of Wootton Major, and The Silmarillion.
Unwin graduated from Trinity College, Oxford,
and from Harvard University. In 1951 he joined
the family firm, George Allen & Unwin, and in
1968 became its Chairman. With patience, perceptiveness, and tact he brought Tolkien's later
works into print. He is himself an author: his
writings include The Rural Muse: Studies in the
Peasant Poetry of England (Allen & Unwin, 1954)
and The Defeat of John Hawkins (Allen & Unwin,
1960). See further, Progress Report 5;

Tom Shippey is one of the best known
Tolkien scholars, having written and spoken so
widely on the subject. He was born in Calcutta
but educated in Scotland and, like T<_?lkien,
at King Edward's School, Birmingham. At
Cambridge he read English, including (though
the University disapproved) Anglo-Saxon. In
Birmingham in 1969, he gave his first paper
on J. R.R. Tolkien, a pioneering study of
Tolkien's interest in words as reflected in
The Lord of the Rings. Beginning in 1972 he
taught at Oxford, where he met Tolkien.
He was appointed to the Chair of English
Language and Medieval English Literature at
Leeds University in 1979. His many writings
include Old English Verse (Hutchinson, 1972),
a useful short book on Beowulf (Edward Arnold,
1978), and The Road to Middle-earth (Allen &
Unwin, 1982; Houghton Mifflin, 1983), one
of the most important books on Tolkien.
See further, Progress Report 1.
Brian Sibley is well known in present

company for his 1981 BBC radio dramatiz.ation
(with Michael Bakewell) of The Lord of the
Rings. He has also adapted two of C. S. Lewis's
Narnia books, The Magician's Nephew and The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, and is working
on A Horse and His Boy. He is heard regularly
on BBC Radio 4's Kaleidoscope arts programme.
His books, which include Shadowlands (Hodder
& Stoughton, 1985), The Land of Narnia (Collins
Lions, 1989; Harper & Row, 1990), and (with
Richard Holliss) The Disney Studio Story
(Octopus; Crown, 1988), reflect his interest
in children's literature and fantasy. His radio
adaptations of Tolkien's shorter works, and of
two chapters omitted from the 1981 Lord of the
Rings, will be broadcast beginning in August
1992. See further, Progress Report 6.
Philip Smith is an internationally famous
bookbinder, especially known for his very
expressive bindings on books by Tolkien. He
began his career in 1949. In 1959 he graduated
from the Royal College of Art in London with
First Class Honours. In 1961, having worked as
a teacher, binder, and conservator, he became
an independent creative book-artist. His work
has been widely shown. He met Tolkien at one
exhibition, The Craftsman's Art, at the Victoria
& Albert Museum in May 1973. A copy of The
Lord of the Rings bound by Smith and signed
by Tolkien was presented to the Duke of Edinburgh, and is on display during the Conference
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The Committee

Andy Armstrong, technical advisor, has held
a similar post on the Tolkien Society Oxonmoot
Sub~ommittee for many years. His special skills
include electronics, computers, and graphics.
Denis Bridoux, research seminars organizer,
joined The Tolkien Society in 1976 and founded
its Amon Sul smial in 1980. He is a past editor
of Mallorn. Richard Crawshaw, technical
co-ordinator, is a software and measurement
engineer. He was a member of the second
Tolkien Society Working Party. Steve Gardner,
papers and panels coordinator, is keenly interested in the Inklings and belongs to several
fan groups. In the Tolkien Society he is involved
especially with the Mundeli Semieva smial in
Milton Keynes. Wayne Hammond, Souvenir
Book editor, is rare books librarian at Williams
College in Massachusetts, the 'Inklings Bibliographer' for Tolkien in Mythlore, and the author
of /. R. R. Tolkien: A Descriptive Bibliography
(St. Paul's Bibliographies, 1992). His Conference
responsibilities include the Tolkien exhibition
in the Gibbs Room. Lynn Maudlin, North
American booking officer, is a professional
musician, co-editor of Mythic Circle, and current
Chair of the Council of Stewards of The Mythopoeic Society. Her drawings have appeared in
Mythlore as well as on tee-shirts worn by some
Americans at the Conference. Gwyneth
Morgan, Progress Reports editor, has been
a member of The Tolkien Society since 1982.
Since 1989 she has been its smials (local groups)
co-ordinator and has edited its smials newsletter, Mathom. Patricia Reynolds, Mythopoeic
Society representative and booking officer,
has master's degrees in English language and
literature and Museum Studies. Her Conference
responsibilities include the coach tours and
the Tolkien exhibition in the Gibbs Room. She
also organized the Tolkien Society's travelling
exhibition. Trevor Reynolds, Conference
treasurer and booking officer, has a degree
in archaeology. He was involved in organizing
the Tolkien Society's Workshop in 1989 and
Seminar in 1990, and with his wife Pat has
written indexes for Mythlore.

Christina Scull, Committee Chair, has been
a member of the Tolkien and Mythopoeic
societies since 1981. She is the librarian of
Sir John Soane's Museum, London, author of
The Soane Hogarths (Trefoil, 1991), and a collector
of Tolkieniana almost without equal. Lester
Simons, minutes secretary, calligrapher, and
programme sheet designer, is a systems programmer by profession. He has been involved
in Tolkien fandom since 1969, most notably as
Membership Secretary of The Tolkien Society
for ten years. Sarah Sturch, art show coordinator, joined The Tolkien Society at a
very young age. She organized Taruithorn, the
Oxford smial, while a student at Christ Church
College. Angela Surtees, entertainment coordinator, has (in her own words) contributed
some of the 'more dubious' entertainments to
Tolkien Society Oxonmoots. Ever energetic,
she has founded smials in Edinburgh and
Bath.

a

Past members of the Centenary Committee:
Graham Underwood
Debi Haigh-Hutchinson
Ruth Lacon
Charles E. Noad
Tony Parry
Jessica Yates

Photographs on facing page, top row, left to right:

Denis Bridoux, Richard Crawshaw, Steve
Gardner; second row: Wayne Hammond, Lynn
Maudlin, Gwyneth Morgan; third row: Patricia
Reynolds, Trevor Reynolds, Christina Scull;
bottom row: Lester Simons, Sarah Sturch,
Angela Surtees. Not pictured: Andy Armstrong.
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Sponsors

Isis Audio Books presents

The only full length, unabridged single-voice
reading currently available of

THE LORD OF THE RINGS
Complete and Unabridged
Read by Rob Inglis
over 50 hours of listening
38 cassettes in total
includes all songs set to specially arranged music

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING
IAB 90121 14 cassettes 19 hrs £46.95 + VAT

THE TWO TOWERS
IAB 90122 12 cassettes 16hrs 45mins £43.50 + VAT

THE RETURN OF THE KING
IAB 90123 12 cassettes 15hrs 15mins £43.50 + VAT
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Also available from Isis Large Print Books
The only editions currently available in Clear Type for those who find normal type
sizes difficult to read

1~0l~-,

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING
HB 513pp ISBN 1 85089 414 0 £14.95

THE TWO TOWERS

~

HB 438pp ISBN 1 85089 419 1 £14.95

"

THE RETURN OF THE KING
HB 544pp ISBN 1 85089 424 8 £14.95

and in Large Print
THE HOBBIT
HB ISBN 1 85089 805 7 £9.95
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Order from:

Isis Audio Books/Large Print Books, 55 St. Thomas' Street, Oxford, OX11JG
Or call in to our Stand at the Tolkien Centenary Conference Dealers Room

m
BLACKWELL'S
50 Broad Street, Oxford
TEL (0865) 792792 · FAX (0865) 794143

For All Your Tolkien Books
Our computer book file contains full bibliographical details on some
one million titles. If it is inconvenient to visit in person, just telephone
or write to us with your book order, quoting your VISA, Access, MasterCard,
or American Express number and expiry date, or your Blackwell's account
number. If the book is in stock, it will be sent that day to your home,
wherever in the world you live. If the title you want is not immediately
available, we can order it at no extra charge and send it on.
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St Paul's Bibliographies
WINCHESTER BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF 20th CENTURY WRITERS

J. R.R. Tolkien: A Descriptive Bibliography
by WAYNE G. HAMMOND
with the assistance of Douglas A. Anderson
The first descriptive bibliography of Tolkien's imaginative and scholarly works, from
· juvenilia to The History of Middle-earth. Books written by Tolkien in whole or in part,
his contributions to periodicals, published letters and art, interviews, and recordings,
and translations of his writings are described. Special attention is paid to The Hobbit
and The Lord of the Rings, whose complex textual changes are analysed in detail.
Includes a chronology and index, and eight pages of plates.
ISBN 1873040 11 3

ca. 320 pp.

DECEMBER 1992

ca. £40.00

SPECIAL OFFER to members of The Tolkien Society and those attending the
Tolkien Centenary Conference: £30.00 plus £2.95 p. & p. Payment must accompany order.
Sterling cheques only please, payable to St Paul's Bibliographies. All orders to:
Niche Marketing & Publishing Services, 6 Turville Barns, F.astleach, Cirencester,
Glos. GL7 3QB, U.K., quoting reference: TCSB.

Houghton Mifflin Company
Publisher of the Works of
].R.R. TOLKIEN

in the
United States of America
is Proud to Celebrate
the 100th Anniversary
of His Birth

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
TWO PARK STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

•. "~;1r

.

~ -}!$. .

~~~
.,,.

TOLKIEN

❖

1'fff(.ff)~~11'/\B·~~tH~M\~ ~$~kNX(M'fff(,fl)~~11'/\B

• HarperCollinsPublishers
If you would like the complete catalogue of Tolkien's works, please write to:
Philippa Codd, HarperCollinsPublishers, 77-85 Fulham Palace Road, London W6 8JB

Five hundred fifty copies
of this souvenir book were printed by the
McClelland Press in Williamstown, Massachusetts
for The J. R.R. Tolkien Centenary Conference.
Edited and designed by Wayne G. Hammond.
Cover and title page art by Patrick Wynne.
Leaf ornament drawn by Tony Curtis.
Conference ouroboros device by Marian Haas.
Printed on Mohawk P/C and
Monadnock Revue recycled papers:
'In all my works I take the part of trees
as against all their enemie.s.'

